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Unrelenting excellence is one of
Swarthmore’s core values. In today’s
world, that's pretty rare —and extremely
important. The world depends on it but
is suspect of it.

DAVID BALTIMORE '60

In the winter of my sophomore year, | did an
Urban Plunge to learn about homelessness
| had to survive for 48 hours on the streets
of Washington with 35 cents in my pocket

I was in one of the busiest places, DuPont
Circle, feeling invisible. My sponsor was a
homeless person. He showed me how to get
food, how to be safe. He was like Socrates
It opened my eyes —| realized that every
person is important,

RODNEY MORRIS "01
[
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The meaning of an institution is often reflected in
its rituals and traditions, in what it honors and cele-
brates. And though much is honored and celebrated
at Swarthmore, two rites of passage in the lives of
students reflect that meaning in special ways. First

Collection, held each fall, welcomes a new class into

a TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE that extends back nearly a

century and a half. Four years later, Commencement
honors those students and marks their readiness for
lives as citizens of a world that needs them.

On a late summer evening before the first day of
classes, members of the entering class gather for

First Collection beneath the tall tulip poplars in the

There can be a great deal of frustration
at Swarthmore because we have in our
minds a vision of an ideal, and we have
the potential to achieve that ideal but
haven't been able to get it done all of the
time. The College is never settled enough

Scott Amphitheater. They listen as a Swarthmore
student, a faculty member, and the president offer

insight into what they should expect at the College,

to rest on its laurels.

and WHAT IT EXPECTS OF THEM. They are encouraged to

PHILIP JEFFERSON

spend less time simply asking what and more time
asking how and why. They hear about how ideas will
excite their minds and stretch their imaginations,
how different ways of seeing and knowing will add
perspective and complexity to their views, how their
Swarthmore education will shape their approach to

life. They hear about COMPASSION AND JUSTICE and the
importance of cultivating not just academic intelli-
gence but ethical intelligence and social commitment

as well.

FHE MEANING OF SWARTHMORE
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After First Collection, a group of us were
walking back to Pittenger. We stopped
at Wharton, and someone showed us the
whispering arch. | felt like they were un-
locking the secrets of Swarthmaore. | kept
my candle lit all the way home.

SARAH JAY '01
I

THE MEANING OF SWARTHMORE

Each student holds a candle. After the speakers
have finished, one candle is lit, then another from
the first, and so on until, as dusk turns to dark, some
370 separate dots of light form a collective glow, illu-
minating the night. The moment has weight and power
and carries important messages for the incoming

class. It acknowledges the INNER LIGHT in everyone

At the Aspen Institute, we do something
called “risky listening.” It's where you
listen with the idea that what you hear
might make you have to change your
mind. We try to get beyond our perspec-
tives to the values underlying them. It's
very Swarthmorean.

JACK RIGGS '64
|

gathered there as it unites them around the common
purposes at the heart of Swarthmore’s mission. And
it brings each student face to face with a personal

and a shared commitment to the search for truth.

) It's a community of minds. It's not a peaceful
FOI' the neXt four yeaI'S.. that SeaI‘Ch fOI' tmth WIH community — there's debate and struggle.
But there's great value in having people to
think and learn with— to learn how to ask,

take many forms. These students will live the life of

to learn what to ask,

ALIX WEBB "92

the mind as participants in A COMMUNITY OF LEARNERS

dedicated to the highest standards of intellectual

achievement. They will learn from faculty members
who, as gifted educators, actively seek to extend the
boundaries of knowledge and at every turn encourage
their students to join them in that pursuit. They will

learn to SUSPEND CERTAINTY, subject their preconcep-

Swarthmore is about community, intense

In my junior year, | did Winter Institute, a
workshop about stereotypes and how we
unconsciously judge others. Everyone goes
in saying, “I'm not prejudiced.” But then
you come to the realization that some of
your thinking is in these real strict grooves,
and you have to step outside of that.

SARAH JAY ‘01

engagement, open vision, creating ensem-
hles across groups, connecting people and
ideas, not just on campus but in surrounding
worlds. The possibilities here ask you to go
beyond your individual interests.

tions to rigorous analysis, and engage the world
in all its complexity, ambiguity, and imperfection.

They will have an UNPARALLELED OPPORTUNITY to develop

SHARON FRIEDLER

their unique interests and talents to the fullest.
Their pursuit of truth will involve something

more as well. This community of learners is an

INTENTIONALLY ETHICAL COMMUNITY. It seeks to be a

11

microcosm of a just, generous, and inclusive world
and to place intellectual acuity at the service of devel-

oping such a world. The effort to meet that challenge

THE MEANING OF SWARTHMORE
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will be at times exhausting, at times exhilarating, and
ultimately rewarding.

As their undergraduate years come to an end, the
students return to the amphitheater, where their

Swarthmore education began with the lighting of a

It's important for students to see the world
in a responsible way — that there are para-
meters in which you conduct yourself and

community together to celebrate these students’ consequences to your ctions. You can

candle. Commencement brings the entire College

enjoy what the world has to offer, but

remarkable intellectual accomplishments and personal  youre aiso responsivie o that worle

The world is not necessarily your oyster.

growth. It signals their readiness to MAKE A DIFFERENCE.  puiuie sesrerson

It gives them an opportunity to hear and learn from

individuals who have done just that, individuals who

Christian Anfinsen ‘37, H65 was a C
student in biology and chemistry. He went

anishowthat thie peosiiar kask of 8 are part of the Swarthmore community and whom the

protein in space is related to the shape of

the enayme that hat proein s catshvzng.——— College has chosen to honor not for reasons of celebrity

He won the Nobel Prize for that.

BOB SAVAGE but because they are INSPIRATIONAL EXEMPLARS of lives

well and fully lived. It acknowledges the work that has

been done while underscoring the importance of the
work to follow.

The past half-century has been challenging for
America’s residential liberal arts colleges. In the public
mind, highly focused training for a career has assumed
greater importance than the development of a creative
mind and the EXCITEMENT OF INTELLECTUAL PURSUIT.

Liberal arts colleges have come to educate a small and 1 wes awed o imtmisated oy ol e
intellectual prowess There's intellectusl

declining proportion of college students. Yet, during " ©emee B
this time, Swarthmore has thrived. LENA SZE 01
The College has thrived through an uncompro-
mising commitment to offering a liberal arts education
of the highest quality, an education that helps students
learn to question and explore, to think critically,

to develop their imaginations, to act responsibly and

13 F'HF MEANING OF SWARTHMORE
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with conviction. It is an education that offers not
only a path to a meaningful career but also the

FINEST PREPARATION FOR LIFE.

Swarthmore means always to learn, to The meaning of Swarthmore is about adhering

feel yourself in a community of ideas,
with history behind you and a stretch of tO lmmutable core Values — educatio nal excel]e nce’

road ahead. The College gives you access
to that road because it gives you access

— intellectual seriousness, the intrinsic worth of every

LENA SZE ‘01 . . . .
person, ethical consciousness, and social commitment.

[t is about sustaining those values while adapting to a
changing and interconnected world. It is about being

able to see and understand that world in new ways,

The greatest problems in today's world are
thaose that require new ideas to saolve, and

envisioning and passionately pursuing new frontiers.  many o tese igeas wil come when there

is a synthesis of knowledge across fields.
It is about confidence in a mission that has withstood  Unless we're producing people confident

with creating ideas, all hope is lost.

the test of time and about FAITH IN POSSIBILITY. PHILIP JEFFERSON

One way of understanding the meaning of

Swarthmore is first to stand on the front steps of

Parrish Hall on a clear day and look out over the
hillside to the east. The landscape slopes away:
within a quarter-mile, the campus gives way to the

surrounding community, then to the tree-lined

The central notion of this place is that the

horizon, and then to the world beyond. What lies gifts you have are not yours to sit back
and gloat about.
before you is a world of POTENTIAL AND OBLIGATION. SHARON FRIEDLER

Then, walk through Parrish and out again into the
academic quadrangle, and consider what and whom

those buildings represent. They are the place where
It's not about how Rodney feels or what " a .
Rodney has. The foundation sworking for - 1110S€ With a passion for learning develop the resources

other people —it's all built upon what

Rodney can do for other people. Youteam - of intellect and character they need to make that world

what's valuable and important in life.

RODNEY MORRIS ‘01 beyond Parrish A BETTER AND MORE HUMANE PLACE.

This has been Swarthmore’s legacy, and this will be
its future.

15 THE MEANING OF SWARTHMORE
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