
The School at Church Farm

Experience the difference.



The educational experience here is first rate, with a challenging curriculum and 

engaging opportunities in and out of the classroom. Students learn from outstanding teachers who have  

a keen sense of what makes boys tick and how to motivate them. Our graduates succeed at excellent  

colleges, and go on from there to live lives of meaning and purpose. 

But in other ways, CFS is different. Our school fabric is woven tightly, and caring adults give boys  

extraordinary levels of attention and guidance. We celebrate diversity in ways that few schools can match, 

with students from so many backgrounds that the term “minority student” becomes meaningless. And 

forget what you may have thought about prep school being beyond the reach of many. At the heart of our 

mission is a commitment to make a Church Farm education affordable for anyone.

just what you might expect  
of a quality college  
preparatory school for boys.

Plus a few things you might not.
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located in southeastern pennsylania, cfs, the school at church farm is an independent boarding and  

day school where boys in grades 7 through 12 develop qualities of mind and character that prepare them  

for success in college and beyond.



 
 

For most students, living at CFS is their first time living away from home. That’s exciting, but 

sometimes it can seem a little daunting — for students and their parents. That’s why we surround each  

student at CFS with an incredibly strong network of support. 

CFS is small — only 200 students in grades 7 to 12 — so everybody knows everybody else. Classes are small 

as well, typically with no more than a dozen students. Each student has a team of adult professionals  

looking out for him, checking in with him, making sure he’s making progress and stepping in to help if he’s 

not. From homesickness to sore throats to that feeling of elation that comes with acing a math exam, our  

faculty and counselors are there to listen, console, congratulate, and help, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  

“ we get together often and ask  

ourselves what we as educators can  

do for each student. the students  

really feel supported. they have a lot 

of adults they can go to.” 

Lisa Ochwat, Guidance Counselor

“ you get to know your teachers not just 

on an academic level, but on a personal 

level as well.” 

Josh, grade 11

“ it helped me enormously to know i 

always had someone to talk to. this 

place became a whole new family.” 

Kyle DeRiemer, 2005 graduate  

and Faculty Member 
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no one falls through  
the cracks at cfs.

In fact, we’ve pretty much eliminated the cracks.

Total number of students in grades 7 to 12,  

or just over 30 per grade

10 Average number of teachers, coaches,  

advisors, and counselors with specific  

responsibilities for each student

in church farm’s dorms or “cottages,” students learn 

the vitally important life skill of living with others. It’s 

where a random group of boys becomes a brotherhood.

cfs welcomes day students, who are as actively  

involved in school programs and activities as students 

who live on campus, and enjoy all the same amenities 

except for a bed. You can come early for breakfast, stay 

for dinner and evening study hall, and participate fully in 

all weekend events.

Student-teacher ratio

7 to 12 Typical class size
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“ there’s an easy social life here. everyone’s all-accepting.  
we embrace all the different cultures.” 

Sebastian, grade 11

learn for  
the real world.

In a place that looks like the real world.

 
 

One of the first things you notice about CFS is the diversity of our  

students. Our boys look different from each other, sound different. They speak different languages, trace 

their roots to 27 different countries, have different skin color. There is no such thing as a minority group 

at CFS. Diversity isn’t something we do. It’s who we are. And where some teach “tolerance” of diversity, we 

think that falls way short. We embrace it and celebrate it. It broadens our learning. It enriches our lives.

Our goal at CFS is to immerse boys in an environment that has a lot in common with the world they’ll 

inherit in a few years, and then prepare them to thrive in it. That means opening up to ideas, trying new 

things, falling occasionally, but getting up and trying again, and learning from the experience. It means 

understanding how what you do affects others and being accountable for your actions. It means learning 

everything from study skills and time management to how to do laundry or set your alarm clock. 

“ we are small, but so global.” 

Paula Brown, Librarian

“ the diversity we have here is invaluable. we have what  
other schools are trying to accomplish.” 

Chuck Watterson, Assistant Director of Students

one part of a cfs education is about shakespeare and ap chemistry and linear equations and the origins  
of western civilization. but another part can’t be described in a course syllabus. church farm boys gain  
independence and self-confidence. they become responsible members of a community. they learn to  
respect difference. they develop a stronger sense of who they are and where they’re headed.  

Learning that matters 
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myth: quality college-prep 
schools aren’t for everyone.

Fact: CFS is within financial reach of any qualified student.

“ we’re so diverse culturally and socioeco-
nomically. these boys will live in a global 
world. at cfs, we’re a microcosm of that 

world. that’s why i teach here.” 

Christine Hutchinson, English teacher

Nearly a century ago, Church Farm’s founder, Rev. Charles Wesley Shreiner, envisioned a  

school that offered quality education to “boys of ability and promise, who otherwise might have no  

opportunity to gain such an education.” That founding vision continues to guide us today, embedded in  

the school’s mission.

CFS is uncommonly affordable. Our students come from families across the socioeconomic spectrum.  

Our cost is well below both regional and national independent-school averages. 93 percent of CFS students 

receive financial aid, and the average aid award covers 70 percent of costs.

How are we able to offer a CFS education so affordably? Because of the generosity of those who believe in 

our mission, and because of an endowment (per student) that’s one of the top ten in the country. Why do 

we do it? Because access to quality education shouldn’t be limited by one’s financial situation, and because 

of a conviction that it’s the right thing to do.

“ we liked the small class sizes, the intimate 
nature of the campus, the diversity of  
students. the value for the money is  
extraordinary. the teachers have a passion 
for their subjects. the students gain the 

skills to succeed.”  

Wendy Attipoe, CFS parentcfs
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19.8% — Average percentage of students receiving financial aid at schools  
that are members of the National Association of Independent Schools (NAIS)

93% — Percentage of students receiving financial aid at CFS




