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Quality, tradition, and a little dose of magic

7300 River Road Bethesda, Maryland 20817 
p: 301.365.4355   e: admission@primaryday.org 
www.theprimarydayschool.org 

The Prim
ary D

ay School



Learning for boys and girls  
in Pre-Kindergarten through Grade 2 

“ There’s magic  
going on inside 
those walls.”  
Becca Goldberg, parent

The highest quality
education for  
your child’s most 
important years
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It is 9 o’clock on a September morning, 
and the Gingerbread Men are missing. 
They have escaped, and it is left to  
an energetic group of 4-year-olds— 
Primary Day’s newest students—to  
find them. “Where did they go?” 
they ask excitedly. “They could be 
anywhere,” their teacher replies. 
“Anywhere?” the children say. “Yes,”  
she says, “and you need to find them.”

“ The  

 Gingerbread Men  
  are gone!”
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And so begins a search—a week-long search!—
that will take the youngsters into classrooms 
and hallways. Through the auditorium, across 
the playground, and into all of the school’s 
offices. And by the time the children find the 
elusive Gingerbread Men, three things will have 
happened. One, this eager group of newcomers, 
stomachs full of butterflies as they start out in 
what for most is their first experience of school, 
will know their new environment inside and  
out, and will feel confident and comfortable 
being here. Two, they will know each other—
strangers will have become friends. And three, 
that powerful, engaging, and sometimes 
magical experience we call a Primary Day 
education will have begun.
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You peek in at the Pre-Kindergartners, and 
things look a little, well… peculiar. You see 
popsicles, pretzels, popcorn, little people 
prancing in party hats, polka dots, purple. 
You see pink—lots of pink. Even the punch 
is pink. A parade starts, and it’s headed 
toward—where else?—the playground. 
Welcome to the Pigs Party!

A Party with 

       a Purpose  
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There is method to the madness, or, you might  
say, a process in the pandemonium. Pigs Party 
is the culmination of a week proclaiming 
the primacy of the all-important “pig-p” 
sound, which, because it’s the easiest sound 
to pronounce, is a pivotal player in language 
mastery. Pre-Kindergarteners have repeatedly 
practiced, paying attention to how it sounds, how 
it feels, how their mouths pucker when they say 
it. They’ve poked it and prodded it, picked it out  
of words, played with it, seen how it performs. 

Pigs Party is a party with a purpose, celebrating 
the first fundamental step along the way to the 
most vital educational accomplishment these 
children will ever attain—learning to read. 
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It is Friday, and that means it’s time for our 
Beako Assembly, and children and teachers 
and mothers and fathers and grandparents 
have gathered to watch. Beako is a bird, but 
he’s not your average bird. Most Friday 
mornings throughout the school year, he lives 
on the hand of a teacher, and from that perch, 
in a very quiet voice, Beako has the most 
amazing things to tell Primary Day children. 

One by one, each child who has had a recent 
birthday comes up to the stage. Beako, 
speaking in a language that only a few select 
others can hear, whispers a special message  
to the teacher, who translates for the child.  

  There is magic at  

    Primary day,  
   and it begins with Beako.
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The message is about how much the child has  
grown, or what incredible things he or she  
has accomplished, or what exciting adventures  
lay ahead. Then Beako flies closer to sprinkle  
his invisible magic powder down the child’s  
shirt collar. 

With his message, and with his magic powder, 
Beako has great things to say. He reminds 
children that they are unique, worthy, and  
embraced by Primary Day’s warm and welcoming  
community. He helps them believe in themselves 
as people. He gives them reassurance of their 
remarkable ability to learn and grow.

Beako flies into the lives of Primary Day children 
through a narrow but vitally important window. 
Not long after they complete Second Grade and 
graduate from Primary Day, the children will 
grow beyond the time in their lives when the 
possibility of Beako—a talking bird with magic 
powder—makes sense. But the confidence Beako 
gives them in themselves, and the magic, stay 
with them forever.
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Make no mistake about it—on graduation 
day, there will be tears. It is an inescapable 
fact, the unavoidable outcome as pride and 
accomplishment mingle on the stage with 
the bittersweet reality that this remarkable 
group of Second Graders is about to say 
goodbye to a school where they have just 
spent four of the most important years  
of their lives. 

Outcomes  
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And what a difference those four years have 
made! These children have read voraciously, 
solved math problems that challenged 
their parents, and written their very own 
autobiographies recounting their very full lives 
(so far). They have spoken French, eaten Mexican 
food, and pretended they were dinosaurs in 
a school play. They have stood on stage, said 
important things in a clear voice, and listened 
very, very carefully to what a little bird told them. 
They have been surrounded by warmth, guided 
with compassion, and nudged ever so gently 
toward new levels of learning and growth. 

Graduation at Primary Day is about ending, but 
mostly it’s about beginning. It’s about bright, 
curious, confident children full of the joy of 
learning, and ready to leap toward the rest of  
their lives.

36




