
STEAMBOAT 

MOUNTAIN 

SCHOOL

A COEDUCATIONAL BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL FOR 

GRADES 9 TO 12, OFFERING COLLEGE-PREP ACADEMICS 

PLUS ONE-OF-A-KIND PROGRAMS OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM 

AND AROUND THE WORLD TO PREPARE STUDENTS FOR 

MEANINGFUL AND FASCINATING LIVES.

Where learning is an adventure, 

the experience is unforgettable, 

and the possibilities are



ACADEMICS 
& ADVENTURE

In 1957 a man named Lowell Whiteman founded  

what today is Steamboat Mountain School.*  

His goal was to create a school that would be  

like no other. 

This plan made perfect sense, because Lowell  

himself was one of a kind—an outdoorsman, an 

adventurer, a war hero, a cowboy, a Renaissance  

man whose interests ranged from horses and 

mountains to theater and dance. 

He wanted to create a school where you could  

get a great education that combined academics  

and adventure; a place to develop not just knowledge 

and skills, but also grit and confidence; a place to 

prepare yourself to do amazing things that mattered.

HE SUCCEEDED.

* Formerly named The Lowell Whiteman School, we became Steamboat Mountain 

School in 2014.



A cutter cookie is a cookie made with a cookie 

cutter—it looks and tastes just like all the other 

cookies. That’s fine when it comes to cookies.  

But not when it comes to students.

Students should not be cutter cookies. Students should come  

in lots of flavors. 

At Steamboat Mountain School our students come from 15 

states and 6 countries, bringing interests and talents and 

personalities that are equally all over the map. This mixes ideas 

(and, yes, metaphors), enlivens discussion, and makes group 

learning more complex and interesting. 

Steamboat Mountain School isn’t for cutter cookies. 

WE DON’T  
MAKE CUTTER 
COOKIES HERE

STEAMBOAT MOUNTAIN SCHOOL 

IS FOR PEOPLE WHO WANT  

TO BREAK THE MOLD.



ATTITUDE  
AT ALTITUDE

Steamboat Mountain School takes its name  

from Steamboat Springs, Colorado, a vibrant  

place of breathtaking beauty and limitless  

outdoor opportunities. Since you’re thinking  

about spending quite a bit of time here,  

here are a few facts about our town.

ALTITUDE 

7,000 feet 

2,134 meters

ATTITUDE 

western 

outdoorsy 

artsy 

casual 

creative 

adventurous

A.K.A. 

Ski Town, U.S.A.®  

Bike Town, U.S.A.® 

POPULATION 

23,500 city  

and Routt County

RANKED 

Ranked #4  

on Smithsonian 
Magazine’s 2014  

list of America’s  

Best Small Towns

BEST KNOWN FOR 

World-class skiing  

& snowboarding

ALSO KNOWN FOR 

All things outdoors: 

hiking, climbing, 

mountain biking, 

kayaking, fly-

fishing…

AND DON’T FORGET  

ITS FAMOUS 

Hot springs

DAYS OF  

SUNSHINE/YEAR 

242 (avg.)

QUALITY OF 

SUNSHINE  

MBStBB  

(Must Be Seen  

to Be Believed)

AVERAGE  

HIGHS & LOWS 

September:  

71/35°F (22/2°C)  

February:  

33/7°F (0.5/-14°C) 

May:  

64/34°F (18/1°C)

EPIC POW 
An average of 349 

inches of snow 

every winter, a 

special, low-

moisture variety 

coveted by skiers 

called Champagne 

Powder® 

(trademarked 

because it’s not 

allowed to fall 

anywhere else)

GOING FOR  

THE GOLD  

88 Olympians,  

151 Olympic 

appearances, 

Colorado sent  

19 athletes to the 

Sochi Winter  

Olympic games,  

14 of whom have 

ties to Steamboat 

and the Steamboat 

Springs Winter 

Sports Club

CALLED STEAMBOAT 

SPRINGS BECAUSE 

Trappers in the  

1800s mistook the 

chugging sound  

of the hot springs  

for a steamboat



Newtonian Physics One Day.  

Hiking in the Woods Together the Next.

When we go places together—into the wilderness, off to another 

country—you get pushed outside your comfort zone and a 

whole lot of good things happen.

We learn things: how to build a fire, roll a kayak, tie the figure-

eight knot that will keep you from falling off the mountain. How 

to be resourceful, to keep trying, to not to give up when things 

don’t always go as planned (because out there, they don’t). 

Wilderness skills, but also life skills.

And we learn how to be with each other. 

At Steamboat Mountain School, we’re close knit because we’re 

small. We’re close knit because we share certain ideas and 

values. And we’re close knit because we spend time together 

pitching a tent in a snow squall, or cooking oatmeal in the rain, 

or standing in line talking while waiting to use a squat toilet in a 

1400-year-old Tibetan village. The World’s Best After-School Program

Snow happens. 350 inches of it, give or take, every winter. 

So we play in it. Sledding on snow shovels. Snowball battles.  

The occasional igloo. And we ski. And ride. 

Recreational skiing and snowboarding are for everyone from  

the complete newcomer to the double-black-diamond expert. 

During the winter we have class in the morning, and in the 

afternoon we hit the slopes.

Our Competitive Ski & Ride program is for top athletes who 

want world-class competition and training. We partner with the 

renowned Steamboat Springs Winter Sports Club 

(steamboatmountainschool.org/ski-ride-programs), which has 

produced more Olympians than you can count, including 17 

from our School, like 3-time silver medalist and world champion 

Johnny Spillane, class of 1999, who calls it “the best after-school 

program in the world.”



Preparation for College. And a Whole Lot More.

What can you do with a Steamboat Mountain School education? 

Anything you put your mind to.

All Steamboat Mountain School grads go to college. Most go  

straight there, but some don’t, and we’re fine with that,  

because that means they’re off on some other adventure, 

like volunteering in Africa or trying out for the Olympics. 

But everyone plans to go. See where they go at 

steamboatmountainschool.org/college.

And after that? 

Steamboat grads are entrepreneurs and filmmakers and 

scientists and physicians and business owners and engineers 

and teachers and founders of nonprofit organizations and a lot 

of other things as well. In their spare time they ski and ride and 

climb and paddle and bike and surf. They get involved with all 

kinds of good causes to make the world a better place. 

In fact, the best generalization you could make about 

Steamboat grads is that they’re successful. Learning here 

teaches you to be flexible, resilient, resourceful, the kind of 

person who looks at a challenge and says, “Yeah—I can do that.”


