
Pre-K through Grade 12

Think clearly. 
Feel compassionately. 
Act purposefully.



Walk the halls of Washington Waldorf School,  
and from the start you know something is different. 
You smell fresh-baked bread, hear the sound of 
mallets striking chisels as children chip away at 
blocks of wood that are on their way to becoming 
bowls. In one room, students rehearse Shakespeare. 
In another, they hone circus skills. In yet another, 
they explore the physics of light.  

Hands inform minds inform hands inform minds.  
Think connects to do. It’s an education that inspires, 
sparks joy, and helps young people on their way  
to answering the most important question they will  
ever answer: Who will I be in this world?

The"Washington"Waldorf"School"is"commi#ed"to"educating"children"in"a"welcoming"school"community"that"
reflects"the"rich"diversity"of"the"greater"Washington"metropolitan"area$"WWS"is"an"inclusive"community"of"
students%"families%"faculty%"and"staff"that"strives"to"maintain"a"diversity"of""race%"color%"religion%"sex%"gender%"age%"
national"origin%"ancestry%"marital"status%"familial"status"or"responsibilities%"physical"or"mental"disability%"sexual"
orientation%"and"genetic"information$"We!educate!our!students!to!respect!the!dignity!of!all!people"

“ At Washington Waldorf, we hope  
to develop not just children’s brains, 
but also hearts that feel and care  
for the world.”

Jennifer Page, Faculty Chair
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What does my child  
need to know? 
Twenty years from now it won’t much ma!er whether or not your child  
got an A in 4th grade science. What will ma!er is whether they can  
take initiative, problem-solve, think creatively and, work well with others.  
What will ma!er is that they can use not just their intellect in solving 
problems, but their imagination, not just their heads, but their hands, and  
their heart. What will ma!er is whether your child is prepared for a world  
in which the only thing certain is change. And the capacities to meet  
this change are precisely what WWS develops.
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It looks like a  
circus in there.
You mean because of the unicycles? The juggling pins? The stilts?  
Circus arts are just one of the ways—PE and Eurythmy and games and 
sports are others—that Washington Waldorf uses movement as an  
important part of the learning process, supporting academic learning  
as well as physical development. So while they’re tumbling or riding 
unicycles or defying gravity hanging from aerial silks, students improve 
their balance and coordination. They gain confidence in their bodies.  
They supercharge their minds. And, lest we forget, circuses are one  
heck of a lot of fun.
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BALANCED !LEARNING   F  
Opportunities outside the classroom 
engage minds and bodies, strengthen 
relationships, and connect students  
with the world around them.
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Wouldn’t that be  
easier with Google?

One thing you notice when you walk into a Waldorf classroom is  
the absence of gadgets—no smartphones, no tablets, no laptops in the 

lower grades, and only limited use in high school. What you will see is kids 
learning fractions by cu!ing up apples, tending lime kilns in chemistry 

class, or learning the principles of physics by building contraptions that 
would make Rube Goldberg envious. Are Waldorf schools anti-tech? Not 

at all—in fact, a lot of parents who work at Google, or Apple, or other tech 
firms send their kids to one. But there’s a time and a place for tech,  

and sometimes apples make be!er teaching tools than apps.

TECH !WHEN ! IT ’S !TIME !FOR !TECH   F  In the middle school, students learn  
keyboarding and begin to use the internet for research. Digital literacy and Cyber Civics  

are part of the middle school curriculum. In the high school, students learn a variety  
of technologies. Our three-year technology curriculum involves hands-on engagement with  

coding, programming, and other tech skills. Students even learn to take a computer apart.
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Senior self-portraits blend self-
awareness with self-expression.
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“ Elsewhere so much of education is about 
pouring things into a vessel. Here it’s uncovering 
who a child is. It’s developmentally based. It's 
excavation work.”

Valerie LeBlanc, High School English teacher
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But my neighbor’s 
kid was reading in 
kindergarten…
In our hyper-competitive world, many parents think that the sooner  
their child reads, the be!er. Research suggests otherwise. Most children’s  
brains simply aren’t developmentally ready for reading until first or  
second grade. Rather than rushing young children into reading, we focus  
on essential building blocks that prepare them to be strong and fervent 
readers later on, like storytelling, playacting, wordplay— activities that 
cultivate a love of language. 

“ Hurrying children is a problem,” says David Elkind, professor emeritus of child 
development at Tu!s University. So at Washington Waldorf, we don’t.
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“ You learn something in first grade and then it 
builds and builds, so by the time you’re in high 
school it’s a deep, deep interest. You want to 
go farther.”

Charlo!e, 9th grade
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A cure for the  
common worksheet.

Take a problem in projective geometry, add in a heavy dose of  
creative thinking, blend with aesthetic sensibility, and what do you get?  

Something like this, most likely. Something that crosses the line  
between math and art. Something that’s practical and beautiful  

at the same time. Something that comes from deep and imaginative  
thinking. And something that goes well beyond the potential of  

any multiple-choice test.
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Why are those kids 
playing in the mud?
That’s really two questions. The first is, Why are they playing?  

They’re playing because play is how young children learn best.  
Playing games or make-believe stretches children’s imaginations,  

teaches social skills and creativity, and sets the stage for all kinds of  
later learning. The second question is, Why mud? We want students  

at Washington Waldorf to develop an appreciation for the natural  
world, and one way we do that is by making sure they get outside  

into that world, rain or shine.

WALDORF ! IN !THE !WOODS   F  is a popular program for children age 4 to 6  
that’s just what its name suggests—a full curriculum offered almost entirely in our  

outdoor wooded “classroom.” The lean-to shelter, tree-stump stools, and abundant  
natural treasures create a unique and unforge"able learning experience.
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“ From the beginning, it just felt 
like what a school should be.”

Chrissy Bryla, Parent
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